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A L P BROADCAST BY THE HON. THE PREMIER, MR. D.A. DUNSTAN 
QVC., M.P., FRIDAY, 18TK AUGUST, 1967. 
GOOD EVENING : 
YOU WILL ALL KNOW THAT AW ADEQUATE SUPPLY OP WATER IS 
OF VITAL NECESSITY TO THE CONTINUED DEVELOPMENT OP SOUTH AUSTRALIA. j 
BECAUSE OP THIS THE DECISION OF THE RIVER MURRAY COMMISSION TO : 
DEFER THE CHOWILLA DAM PROJECT, PENDING FURTHER INVESTIGATIONS, IS 
A MATTER OF VITAL CONCERN TO THE FUTURE OF THE STATE. 
IMMEDIATELY THE DECISION OF THE RIVER MURRAY COMMISSION 
WAS MADE KNOWN TO ME I TOOK STEPS TO HAVE THIS VITAL MATTER DISCUSSED -
IN CABINET AND IMMEDIATELY MADE PERSONAL CONTACT WITH THE PRIMS 
MINISTER TO STRESS THE VITAL IMPORTANCE OF THIS PROJECT TO OUR'STATE. , 
THE CHOWILLA PROJECT WAS DESIGNED NOT ONLY TO CONTINUE , 
DEVELOPMENT IN THE RIVER MURRAY AREAS BUT TO ENSURE AN ADEQUATE WATER . 
SUPPLY TO ENABLE INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT TO PROCEED THROUGHOUT THE ' 
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WHOLE OF THE STATE. THIS PROJECT THEREFORE AFFECTS THE FUTURE 
WELL-BEING NOT MERELY OF THE GOVERNMENT BUT OF EVERY CITIZEN IN OUR 
STATE. IN MY REPRESENTATIONS TO THE PRIME MINISTER BOTH BY 
TELEPHONE AND IN WRITING I ASKED HIM TO CONVENE AS URGENTLY AS 
POSSIBLE A MEETING OF THE MINISTERS FROM EACH OF THE THREE STATES 
ASSOCIATED WITH THIS PROJECT, NAMELY, NEW SOUTH WALES, VICTORIA AND 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA, TOGETHER WITH HIMSELF AND MYSELF. MY OBJECT IN-
SEEKING THIS CONFERENCE IS TO OBTAIN AN ASSURANCE THAT THE DEFERMENT 
OF THIS i.iAJOR PROJECT IS MADE ONLY WITH THE INTENTION OF ASSURING 
TO SOUTH AUSTRALIA BY SOME MEANS THAT THE STATE WILL OBTAIN ITS 
NORMAL. FLOW OF RIVER MURRAY WATERS DURING DRY YEARS. THIS WAS ONE 
OF THE MAIN REASONS FOR THE ORIGINAL CHOWILLA SCHEME, AND WITHOUT AN 
ASSURANCE OF THIS KIND WE COULD NOT IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA HOPE TO . 
CONTINUE THE DEVELOPMENT FOR WHICH'THE GOVERNMENT HAS PLANNED. 
WHEN PARLIAMENT MET ON TUESDAY LAST, I IMMEDIATELY RAISED 
THIS MATTER IN THE HOUSE AND I AM PLEASED TO SAY THAT FOLLOWING A 
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DETAILED DEBATE THE HOUSE PASSED A UNANIMOUS RESOLUTION TO THE EFFECT 
THAT THE STATE OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA HAS A FUNDAMENTAL LEGAL RIGHT TO 
THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE CHOWILLA DAM WITHOUT FURTHER DELAY, AND 
THAT ASSURANCES MUST BE GIVEN BY THE.GOVERNMENT, THE PARTIES TO 
THE RIVER MURRAY WATERS AGREEMENT THAT PENDING CONSTRUCTION OF THE 
DAM SOUTH AUSTRALIA WILL BE SUPPLIED IN DRY YEARS WITH THE VOLUME 
\ 
OF FLOW OF WATER WHICH THE DAM WAS DESIGNED TO ENSURE. 
THIS IS A MATTER ABOVE PARTY POLITICS. IT IS A PROJECT 
UPON WHICH THE VERY FUTURE OF THE STATE DEPENDS, AND FOR THAT REASON 
I AM PLEASED THAT THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY UNANIMOUSLY SUPPORTED THE 
RESOLUTION DECLARING OUR FUNDAMENTAL AND LEGAL RIGHTS IN THIS MATTER. 
THE GOVERNMENT REALISES THAT A LARGE AMOUNT OF 
EXPENDITURE WILL BE INVOLVED IN THE CHOWILLA PROJECT AND THE LATEST 
ESTIMATE OF COST AMOUNTED TO #68 MILLION. THIS IS A SIGNIFICANT 
SUM AND WHILST I TAKE NO EXCEPTION TO SCIENTIFIC INVESTIGATIONS 
NECESSARY TO ENSURE THAT FULL VALUE WILL BE RECEIVED FOR THIS 
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EXPENDITURE I AM NOT PREPARED TO LET THE MATTER BE DROPPED MERELY 
ON ACCOUNT OF THE COST. THE PROJECT IS SO VITAL TO OUR FUTURE 
THAT ITS VALUE CANNOT BE MEASURED IN MONEY ALONE. IT IS A FEATURE 
OF NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT FOR WHICH THE NECESSARY FUNDS, NO MATTER HOW 
GREAT THEY MAY BE, MUST BE PROVIDED AND EXPENDED,FOR WITHOUT IT WE 
AS A STATE WOULD STAGNATE. 
I WANT TO ASSURE THE CITIZENS OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA THAT I 
AND MY GOVERNMENT WILL TAKE EVERY STEP POSSIBLE TO ENSURE THAT THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA WILL NOT BE RETARDED BY LACK OF WATER 
SUPPLY. THE GOVERNMENT WILL FIGHT TO OBTAIN ITS RIGHTS IN THIS 
VITAL MATTER, TO ENSURE THAT SOUTH AUSTRALIA HAS THE BASIC NECESSITY 
OF WATER TO CONTINUE ITS PROGRESS. 
GOOD NIGHT. 
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